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TO  THE 


FOLESHILL  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


MIL  (CHAIRMAN  AND  GENTLEMEN. 

As  presci'ibed  by  the  Tjocal  Government  Board,  I submit 
my  Second  Annual  Rei)ort — the  twenty-ninth  which  has  been 
|)resented — on  the  health  and  conditions  of  your  district  during 
the  ])ast  year,  and  also  tlie  vital  statistics  for  the  same  period. 

The  population  to  the  middle  of  the  year  has  been  esti- 
mated to  be  18,216. 


Tiie  Birth  Rate  is  85‘0  Average  for  previous  10  years, 
85*99  per  1,000.  Tiiis  Birth  Rate  is  considerably  lower  than  the 
one  last  year,  wlien  I called  attention  to  the  fact  that  it  was  the 
liigliest  rate  we  had  had  since  annexation  of  Great  Heath  and 
Stoke  districts.  The  average  number  of  persons  is  estimated 
as  remaining  the  same,  viz.,  4*5. 


In  the  holeshill  sub-district,  comprising  the  Parishes  of 
Bedwort.h,  Exhall,  Foleshill,  and  Keresley,  there  were  573 
Biidhs ; in  19!)8,  the  number  was  569  ; and  in  1902,  558. 

In  the  Walsgrave-npon-Sow^e  sub-district,  comprising  the 
Parishes  of  Anstey,  Binley,  Shilton,  Stoke,  Walsgrave,  Willen- 
hall,  Wittiybi'ook,  and  Wyken,  there  were  65  Births;  whilst  in 
1908,  thei'e  wei'e  98  ; and  in  1902,  88.  So  that  the  diminished 
Birth  rate  for  the  yeai*  is  due  to  the  comparatively  small 
iiiimbei'  of  Births  in  the  rural  districts. 

The  Death  rate  for  the  year  is  17*3.  The  average  for  the 
pi'evious  10  years  is  17*17.  This  rate  is  much  higher  than  last 
year,  wlien  it  was  abnoimially  low,  being  only  14*2 ; and  17*3,  al- 
tliough  a higli  figure,  approximates  much  more  nearly  to  the 
average  of  the  distiu’ct,  which  is  17*17  for  the  last  10  years. 

The  Death  I'ate  from  Phthisis  I’emains  the  same  as  last 
y(‘ai',  and  is  *8  i)er  1,000. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Death  rate  calculated  per  1,000 
Rii'ths  i'('gistered,  is  158*8  ; in  1908,  it  was  134*4  ; and  in  1902, 
159*1.  This  is  much  higliei'  than  last  year,  mainly  owing  to 
Diarrliaai,  tliere  being  vei*y  little  in  1903. 

Ibaunatiii'e  Bii*th  still  contributes  a large  number,  viz.,  18. 

Th('  Zymoti(*  Disease  death  mte  is  8*0 

C!) 


The  Deaths  fi'oni  tlie  Seven  ])i‘inci|)al  Zymotic  Diseases 
which  contribute  to  this  are  as  follows:— 


Small-))ox 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 
Measles 

Whoo])ing  Cough 
Diarriioea 
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The  marked  diherence  in  the  two  years  is  due  to  the  very  dif- 
ferent summer,  for  whereas  the  summer  of  1903  was  a ccdd,  wet 
season,  during  the  ])ast  year  we  experienced  a considerable 
amount  of  very  hot  weather,  and  the  climatic  conditions  are 
mainly  I'esixmsible  for  the  dis])ai‘ity  above. 


The  number  of  Notilled  Diseases  during  the  i)ast  year  is 
223 ; in  1903,  there  wei'e  200  ; and  in  1902,  250.  The  list  is  as 


follows : 


Smafl-i)ox 
Diiditlieria  and 
INIembranous  Croup 
Erysii)elas 
Scarlet  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
Oontiiuied  Fever 
Chicken  Pox 

Small  Pox. 

This  disease  again  visited  oui'  (iisti'ict  in  the  ea]^ly  ])art  of 
the  year,  amd  (Occurred  in  two  l^arishes,  viz.,  Exhall  and  Bed- 
worth — two  cases  in  the  first-named  Pai'ish,  and  four  in  the 
latter.  All  were  to  be  traced  to  the  adjoining  district  of  Arley, 
where  an  Epidemic  was  ju'esent.  The  hrst  case  was  that  of  a 
man  who  lived  at  the  Corley  extremity  of  Exhall,  he  having  con- 
tracted the  disease  fi'oni  some  one  of  his  fellow- workmen  at 
Arley.  Our  second  case  was  his  daughter,  a girl  of  6,  who  de- 
veloped the  disease  in  spite  of  being  vaccinated  the  day  after 
her  father  was  notified  as  being  a sus])icious  case,  her  case 
])roving  only  a mild  one,  however.  The  father  was  l emoved  to 
the  tem])ora]'y  Small-])Ox  Hosintal  at  Exhall,  upon  March  26; 
tlie  daughter,  ii])on  Ai)ril  5. 

The  first  Bedwcrth  case  was  notified  u]xm  Ajiril  11,  and 
removed  the  same  day  ; he  was  a hawdver,  who  had  undoubtedly 
become  infected  at  one  of  the  houses  at  Arley  whei’e  a case 
existed.  The  remaining  three  cases  were  all  contacts  of  the 
first  Bedwoi'tli  one. 
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The  prompt  removal  of  all  the  cases,  and  the  disinfection 
of  all  Bedding,  clothing,  and  Ih  emises,  together  with  the  jiro- 
tection  afforded  by  re-vaccination,  which  was  again  had 
recource  to,  prevented  any  sjn’ead  of  the  disease ; and  w e may, 
T think,  fairly  congratulate  ourselves  u])on  this  satisfactory 
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termination  to  what  I feared  would  mean  an  extensive  outbreak 
in  Bedwortli. 

As  in  the  previous  year,  the  Medical  Practitioners  were 
requested  to  notify  me  by  telegraph,  and  all  cases  were  seen 
befoi'e  admittance  to  Hospital.  I also  visited  several  cases 
wliich  were  deemed  suspicious,  and  investigated  the  circum- 
stances attending  one  death,  which,  it  was  feared,  might  have 
been  fi'om  Small  ])ox.  We  again  had  posters,  similar  to  those 
in  use  last  year,  circulated,  urgently  re(iuesting  the  public  to 
assist  the  Sanitary  Authority  in  preventing  the  spread  of  the 
disease. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Twenty-one  cases  were  reported.  There  were  28  in  1903, 
89  ill  1902,  and  80  in  1901.  Five  cases  were  in  Bedwortli,  one 
ill  Fxliall,  fourteen  in  Poleshill,  and  one  in  Walsgrave.  Of 
these  cases, 19  were  removed  to  the  Foleshill  Infectious  Hospital, 
Clmrcli  Lane.  The  cases  were  many  of  them  of  a severe  type, 
and  two  deaths  occurred  at  the  Hospital. 

As  shown  above,  the  total  number  of  cases  is  less  than 
we  have  had  of  late  years,  the  disease  not  appearing  in 
epidemic  form  ; and  although  in  some  quarters,  there  has  been 
agitation  in  tJie  last  year  or  two  against  the  system  of  removal 
of  Scarlet  Fever  Patients  to  Infectious  Hospital,  I cannot  but 
think  tliat  the  prompt  removal  of  our  sporadic  cases  has  pre- 
vented the  sjiread  of  the  disease. 

Measles 

Is  a disease  which  visits  a district  about  every  3 or  4 
years,  and  as  we  had  a severe  visitation  in  1903,  as  might  be 
expected  we  iiad  no  e])idemic  in  1904,  but  only  occasional  cases, 
and  only  one  death  is  attributed  to  Measles,  whilst  in  1903 
there  were  eight. 

Erysipelas. 

Twenty-live  cases  were  reported,  and  one  proved  fatal — 
tiiat  of  a y oung  child  a few  months  old. 

Epidemic  Diarrhoea. 

From  this  disease,  during  the  year,  we  had  32  deaths, 
the  largest  number  we  have  experienced  for  some  years,  as  in 
1903  tlie  number  was  seven  only,  1902  two,  1901  fourteen,  and 
1900  ten. 

Of  the  32  deaths,  fourteen  occurred  in  children  under  one 
year  of  age,  and  this  particular  cause  of  death  is  the  main 
factor  in  our  high  rate  of  infantile  mortality.  As  I pointed 
out  last  year,  in  my  Annual  I'eport,  the  absence  of  any  long 
periods  of  hot  dry  weather,  in  1902  and  1903,  accounted  for 
the  small  amount  of  Epidemic  Diarrhoea  in  those  years  ; but 
the  last  summer  being  so  vei*y  different,  the  heat  being  at  times 
very  great,  an  inci*eased  e|)idemic  of  the  disease  was  to  be 
ex|mcted. 

Chicken  Pox. 

Notification  of  this  disease  was  in  foi'ce  until  March,  and 
was  again,  by  resolution  of  your  Council,  made  so,  as  from  May 


18  to  May  17  1905.  As,  however,  in  July,  Small-Pox  had  entirely 
disappeared  from  the  district,  and  Ohicken-Pox  was  only 
occurring  amongst  well  vaccinated  children,  at  my  suggestion 
the  resolution  was  rescinded,  and  notification  ceased  upon  July 
27. 


Seventy-five  cases  were  notified  during  the  jieriods  men- 
tioned, but  I cannot  say  that  this  year  we  derived  any  practi- 
cal benefit  from  such  notification.  Fifty  four  of  the  notifica- 
tions received  wei'C  in  BedwortJi  jiarisli,  twelve  in  Poleshill, 
and  eight  in  Keresley. 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. 

Seventy  cases  of  this  disease  wei-e  reported  dui*ing  the 
year,  twenty-five  from  Bedworth,  nine  fi'om  J^ixhali,  twenty-nine 
from  Poleshill,  five  from  Walsgi'ave-npon-Sowe,  and  two  from 
Willenhall.  Idle  amount  of  this  disease,  1 am  sorry  to  say,  seems 
still  to  increase,  as  it  is  greater  than  in  1903,  when  the  number 
of  cases  was  forty-five,  which,  1 remarked,  was  a much  highei* 
one  than  was  desirable  ; and  in  1902  there  were  forty-tliree 
cases.  Eight  deaths  wei'e  recorded  out  of  the  70  cases,  a bettei* 
result  than  in  1903,  when  we  had  seven  deaths  from  the  45. 


This  disease  is  the  one  of  all  Zymotic  diseases  which  gives 
me  the  greatest  anxiety,  and  it  seems  imiiossible  to  account  for 
it.  We  have  made  (Mr.  Windass  and  myself)  careful  examina- 
tion of  all  ])remises  from  which  the  disease  lias  been  rejiorted, 
and  made  imjniries  into  all  ])ossible  means  of  conveyance  of  the 
disease,  with  jiractically  no  result ; in  few  cases  has  it  been  ])ro- 
pagated  from  jierson  to  iierson.  I am  of  the  ojiinion  that  tlie 
disease,  like  Influenza,  is  an  air-borne  one,  to  a great  extent ; and 
although,  as  I reported  last  year,  snrfa(*e  pollution  of  the  ground, 
from  slojis,  etc.,  being  thrown  around  dwellings,  may  give  rise 
to  much  of  it,  still  there  remain  many  cases  that  we  cannot  as- 
sign any  cause  to,  and  in  March  of  last  year  your  Council  very 
wisely  adojited  my  suggestion  of  siii;])lying  anti-diiihtheritic 
serum  to  any  Medical  Practitioner  in  attendance  upon  a case  of 
Diphtheria  or  Membranous  Croup  in  our  district,  on  condition 
that  a full  re])ort  was  rendered  by  him  at  tlie  termination  of  the 
illness,  on  a form  snjiplied  by  ns,  as  follows  : 


FOLESHIT.L  RURAT.  DISTRICT  C'OUNCII... 


ANTI-DTPHTHERnTO  SERUM  REPORT. 

Date  Supplied 

Date  of  Use 

Name  of  Patient Afre.. 

Address 

Duration  of  illness  before  Serum  Avas  used 

Result  of  illness 

Remarks  (if  any  ; type  of  case,  '^Fonsillar,  Phaiyngeal,  &c.) 


Date 


(fi) 


iMedical  Attendant. 


These  forms  are  issued  with  the  serum,  which  is  kept 
stocked  at  the  Infectious  Hospital,  and  is  procured  from  the 
Lister  Institute  of  Preventive  Medicine,  London. 

We  commenced  stocking  the  serum  in  May,  and,  since 
then,  twenty-five  doses  have  been  applied  for,  and  only  two 
deatlis  have  been  recorded  after  its  use,  and  I believe  that  a 
more  extended  use  will  still  further  tend  to  diminish  the 
mortality,  whicli,  1 have  pointed  out  above,  shews  a marked 
imi)rovement  ui)on  tlie  previous  year. 

At  the  end  of  August,  the  occurrence  of  two  cases  in  an 
overcrowded  lionse  at  Willenhall  caused  an  urgent  representa- 
tion to  be  made  to  us  t(^  remove  the  cases  to  Hospital.  This, 
under  the  circumstances,  as  we  had  another  disease  being 
treated  in  the  Hospital,  we  were  unable  to  do,  and  the  prompt 
isolation  of  the  cases  at  home,  use  of  Anti-I)iphtheritic  Serum, 
and  closure  of  the  schools,  ])revente(l  the  spread  of  the  disease, 
and  the  serum  helped  to  procure  the  speedy  recovery  of  the 
patients. 

Entepie  Fever. 

Tin's  disease  has  been  more  prevalent  than  in  the  previous 
year,  22  cases  being  notified,  and  five  removed  to  our  Infectious 
Hos|)ital ; three  cases  lu’oving  fatal  out  of  those  treated  at 
their  homes.  More  cases  would  doubtless  have  been  removed 
but  for  the  fact  that  the  disease  occurred  simultaneously  with 
Scarlet  Fevei'  in  our  district,  and  for  the  purpose  of  the  preven- 
tion of  s})rea  1 of  disease,  it  was  wiser  to  isolate  the  Scarlet 
Fever  ca'^  es  than  the  Enteric  Fever,  as  we  can  only  take  in  one 
disease  at  one  time,  as  mentioned  ])reviousl30 

As  a rule,  an  increased  amount  of  Epidemic  Diarrhoea  in 
a district  will  coincide  with  a similar  increase  in  the  amount  of 
Flnteric,  and  this  has  i)roved  tlie  case  in  our  locality  during  the 
l)ast  sea  ajii,  there  being  only  8 cases  of  Enteric  reported  in 
1903  ; blit,  in  1902,  there  were  24,  and,  in  1901, 49.  The  increased 
amount  of  Diai'rhoea  over  last  year,  I have  commented  upon. 

One  case  of  Continued  Fever  was  notified,  and  removed  to  the 
Infectious  Hospital. 

As  regards  distribution  in  localities,  Bedworth  claims  18, 
out  oi  tlie  22  cases;  Foleshill,  3;  and  Keresley,  1.  The  Con- 
tinued Fever  ca^e  occnri'ed  at  Foleshill.  The  case  which  arose 
at  Keiesley  was  alleged  to  have  contracted  the  infection  from 
ail  opmi  sewer  which  adjoined  the  property  where  the  boy 
lived,  and,  as  a I'esidt,  the  whole  length  of  sewer  was  piped  and 
c vei'iMl  in,  and  the  sewer  ventilated  by  a shaft. 

Puerperal  Fever, 

There  was  again  no  case  rei)orted  of  this  disease,  as  in 
the  previous  yeai'.  There  were  2 in  1902,  4 in  1901,  and  4 in 
1900. 


Tuberculosis. 


Twmity-three  diniths  were  recorded  fi'om  Phthisis  and 
oth(‘r  Tnbercnlar  Diseases,  giving  a total  Death  rate  of  1*2,  as 
last  v(nii‘. 
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In  my  Report  last  year,  I mentioned  liow  pernicious  a 
custom  it  was  to  stop  up  cliimneys  and  to  permanently  fasten 
lip  windows,  and  last  May  we  had  ])Osters  (of  which  a copy  is 
given  below)  ])rinted  and  circulated  in  Bedwortli,  in  consequence 
of  a communication  from  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
uj)on  tlie  subject,  who,  in  March  of  last  year,  sent  Miss 
Mackenzie,  a County  Council  Health  Visitor,  to  Bedwortli,  to 
carry  on  health  visiting,  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council.  Miss 
Mackenzie  did  a large  amount  of  visiting,  and  informed  Mr. 
Windass  and  myself  of  any  defects  she  found  in  regard  to 
jiremises  or  occiqiation  of  same ; and,  to  follow  u|)  her  work, 
Mr.  Windass  had  the  posters  issued  under  your  instructions. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  poster: — 

“ Poleshill  Rural  District  Council. — Public  Health  Acts. — 
Comjilaints  have  recently  been  received  that  a large  number  of 
houses  in  the  Parish  of  Bedwortli  are  in  an  Insanitary  Condi- 
tion, owing  to  absence  of  |)roi)er  Ventilation  in  the  Bedrooms 
and  Pantries,  and  defective  Rain  Water  Spouting.  Owmers  of 
Property  and  Occu[)iers  throughout  the  district  are  earnestly 
requested  to  assist  the  Council  by  i*einedying  these  defects.  (1) 
In  Pantries  where  there  is  no  Ventilation  the  same  should  be 
provided  by  means  of  an  Air  Bi  ick  substituted  in  lieu  of  an 
ordinary  Brick.  (2)  Where  Bedrooms  are  constructed  without 
Fireplaces,  a Ventilator  should  be  fixed,  and  where  Fire])laces 
are  provided  these  should  lie  kejit  iinstoiiped.  (3)  The  down 
Spouting  generally  should  be  repaired  to  ])revent  Houses 
becoming  Damp. — J.  W.  Windass,  Sanitary  Inspector.” 

Caneep. 

Twelve  Deaths  occurred  from  malignant  disease,  five  in 
Bedwortli.  three  in  Foleshill,  two  in  Exhall,  and  one  each  in 
Keresley  and  Walsgrave.  There  wei’e  IG  deaths  in  1903;  5 in 
1902 ; and  18  in  1901. 

Whooping*  Cough. 

More  deaths  w^ere  registered  from  Whoojiing  (Viugh  than 
in  1903,  when  there  were  only  two  deaths,  wliilst  thei'e  were  10 
in  1902.  9 wms  the  number  in  1904,  and,  of  these,  five  were  in 
infants  under  1 year  of  age. 

Tramps. 

2,698  vagrants  were  I'elieved  during  the  year.  This  num- 
ber is  a decrease  on  1903,  when  the  number  ^^as  2,879,  but  it 
still  shows  an  increase  on  iirevious  years,  as  in  1901,  wdien  tlie 
number  wms  1,654. 

Isolation  Hospitals. 

Foleshill : Twenty-five  jiatients  have  been  treated  in  the 
Hos])ital  during  the  year — five  Enteric  Fever,  nineteen  Scarlet 
Fever,  and  one  Continued  Fever  cases.  Twm  deaths  have  oc- 
curred, both  fi'oni  Scarlet  Fever.  Miss  Pilling,  the  present 
Matron,  was  api)ointed  to  her  ])ositicn  in  Ajiril,  and  las 
given  me  every  satisfaction. 

Exhall : The  farm  house,  and  w ooden  shed  in  the  grounds, 
again  served  as  oiir  Small  Pox  Hcs]!ifal,  alt  hough  we  had  but 
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few  cases,  as  mentioned,  six,  and  these  all  did  well,  the  Warne- 
ford  Hospital  again  supplying  the  nursing  staff,  who,  as  in  the 
previous  year,  did  excellent  work.  One  patient,  for  persistently 
wandering  out  of  the  Hospital  grounds,  and  his  general  refrac- 
tory conduct,  was  ordered  to  be  prosecuted  by  your  Council,  and 
the  summons  was  taken  out  by  Mr.  Windass,  the  Magistrates 
inflicting  a heavy  fine,  after  conviction. 

We  have  now  terminated  our  tenancy  of  the  above,  and 
are  arranging  terms  with  the  Corporation  of  Coventry  for  ac- 
commodation of  our  cases  at  Pinley  (if  any  should  occur)  until 
the  Joint  Small  Pox  Hospital  for  the  district  shall  have  been 
completed. 

Disinfection : This  again  formed  a heavy  work,  and  more 
than  justified  the  existence  of  our  Steam  Disinfector,  which  has 
done  excellent  service,  and  was  again  taken  to  Exhall  for  the 
Small  Pox  Epidemic.  The  number  of  articles  disinfected  was 
1,435,  a decrease  on  last  year  of  500,  owing  to  Small  Pox  not 
being  so  prevalent. 

Tlie  plans  for  the  new  Infectious  Hospital  at  Exhall  have 
been  submitted  by  Mr.  Tickner,  the  Architect  appointed  to  pre- 
pare them,  and,  after  being  carefully  considered  by  your  Coun- 
cil, have  been  submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  for 
their  consideration.  An  inquiry  will  be  held  by  Dr.  Reece,  Local 
Government  Board  Inspector  (who  conducted  the  previous  in- 
quiry, some  years  ago),  in  January. 

Schools. 

TJiree  Schools  have  been  closed,  by  my  order,  during  the 
year,  viz.,  the  Exhall,  Willenhall,  and  Bedworth  (Roman  Catho- 
lic) Schools. 

The  former  two  were  so  closed  on  account  of  Diphtheria, 
which  disease,  in  the  case  of  the  Exhall  School,  was  very  pre- 
valent amongst  the  scholars,  and  I thought  it  likely  that  the 
contagion  was  conveyed  from  scholar  to  scholar  during  school 
time. 


At  Willenhall,  Diphtheria  broke  out  in  a house  close  to 
the  school  premises,  and,  as  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  sur- 
I'ounding  garden  ground  were  very  bad,  the  said  ground  being 
used  ])artly  as  a playground  by  the  children  attending  the 
schools,  it  seemed  wisei*  to  prolong  the  holidays,  which  at  the 
time  were  being  kei)t,  than  to  run  the  risk  of  other  children 
(‘ontracting  the  disease,  and  carrying  it  to  other  houses. 

I gave  an  ordei*  to  the  governors  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Scliools  at  Bedwoi'th  for  closure,  on  account  of  the  prevalence 
of  Chicdvcii  Pox  amongst  the  children  attending  the  school,  so 
many  being  absent,  owung  to  this  cause,  that  the  school  could 
not  b(‘  carried  on. 

Sewerag’e. 

The  empiij'y  mentioned  in  my  last  Annual  Report,  which 
was  about  to  be  held  at  Poleshill  in  regard  to  the  Scheme  for 
t hat  Pai'ish,  took  ])lace  in  January,  and  r(‘.sulted  in  the  Scheme 
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being  passed,  with  but  few  small  alterations  ; and  the  Oontrac- 
trrs  who  obtained  the  contract  have  made,  during  the  year,  very 
rapid  progress  with  the  work,  which  is  now  nearing  completion. 
The  Bedworth  Scheme  has  not  yet  been  finally  approved  by  the 
Local  Government  Board,  as  it  has  been  referred  back  for 
amendment ; it  is  hoped  that  very  shortly  it  will  be  passed  by 
the  Board,  and  already  the  contract  has  been  placed  with  the 
same  firm  who  have  been  carrying  on  the  work  in  Poleshill,  and, 
although  the  delay  in  this  most  necesspry  work  is  most  deplor- 
able, we  cannot  plead  guilty  to  the  deferment  being  due  to  lack 
of  willingn  ess  upon  our  part,  as  your  Oouncil  has  been  most 
anxious  to  press  the  matter  on  as  speedily  as  possible. 

Mi\  Windass  has  mentioned,  in  his  summary,  the  improve- 
ment at  Keresley,  at  the  Heatli  district, which  was  badly  needed. 


The  Water  Supply. 

In  regard  to  this  matter,  the  chief  cause  for  comment  is 
the  most  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  Black  Horse  Lane  and 
Hawkesbury  Stop  district,  owing  to  absence  of  water  for 
domestic  use.  This  matter  has  been  under  notice  at  your  Council 
meetings  many  times,  and  though,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  it 
has  seemed  probable  that  an  arrangement  would  be  completed 
between  the  property  owners  and  the  North  Warwickshire 
Water  Company,  tJie  matter  has  fallen  through  again  and  again. 

It  is  most  unfortunate  that  we  are  so  ])owerless  in  the  mattei*, 
and  that  more  ])ressure  cannot  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
Water  Company  to  fulfil  what  was  considered  their  im])lied  obli- 
gation to  supply  the  district  with  water. 

Amongst  other  matters,  my  attention  was  called  by  a 
butcher  to  a beast  killed  by  him,  which  shewed  evidence  of 
Tuberculosis.  Mr.  Windass  and  myself  visited  tl.e  slaughter- 
house, and  inspected  the  carcase,  ordering  all  t'le  infected  i)art 
to  be  buried,  which  i)roceeding  wms  carried  out.  In  regard  to 
Olfensive  Trades,  these  remain  as  last  year,  two  in  number,  viz., 
at  Bell  Green  and  B,owley’s  Green,  ainl  have  been  carided  out 
without  nuisance. 

Faetopy  and  Workshops  Act. 

The  only  underground  Bakehouse  which,  in  1903,  was 
found  to  exist,  was  altered  in  accordance  with  our  requirements, 
and  a Certificate  was  granted  under  the  above  Act.  All  the 
other  Bakehouses  in  the  district  have  been  visited  by  Mr. 
Windass  and  myself,  and  we  have  not  found  very  much  to  com- 
plain of ; in  some  cases,  the  whitewashing  is  not  done  frequently 
enough,  i.e.,  once  every  6 months. 

One  new  factory  has  been  added  to  our  list,  viz.,  Rich- 
mond’s Ginger  Beer  Manufactory,  in  Holbrook  Lane,  and  a new 
Laundry  has  been  erected  at  Keresley.  Very  few  defects  have 
been  discovered  this  year,  and  but  few  notices  served. 
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ANNUAL 


- REPORT 


INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES, 


Year  ending  31st  December,  1904. 


TO 


DR.  JOHN  ORTON, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


FOLESHILL. 


DEAR  SIR. 

I beg  to  hand  you  herewith  iny  Aiinnai  Report  on  tlie 
Sanitary  Work  carried  out,  in  my  Department,  during  the  A'ear 
ending  31st  December,  1904. 

I append  a copy  of  the  County  Coimcirs  FArm  C,  which 
gives,  in  detail,  the  number  of  inspections  made. 
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FORM  C 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  done  in  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances 
Department  during  the  Year  1904,  in  the  Rural  Sanitary 

District  of  Foleshill, 


h Eoul  Conditions 

8 

Dwelling  Honses 

and  < 

Structural  Defects 

16 

Schools. 

(Jvercrowding 

18 

^ Unfit  for  habitation 

6 

Lodging  Houses 

16 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

54 

Co-w  Slieds 

26 

Bakeliouses 

34 

Slaughter-Houses 

13 

Canal  Boats 

88 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

77 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

231 

A'ater-Closets 

— 

r Defective  Traps 

25 

TTouse  Drainage. 

No  Disconnection 

19 

1 Other  Eaults 

71 

Water  Supply 

147 

Bigsties 

5 

Animals  improperly  kept 

16 

Offensive  Trades 

12 

Smoke  Nuisances 

— 

Other  Nnisances 

137 

Totals 

...  1019 

Seizni-es  of  nnwholesoine  food 

See  written  report. 

Samples  of  Food  taken  for  Analysis 

— 

,,  ,,  found  Adulterated 

— 

,,  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  ... 

24 

,,  ,,  condemned  as  unlit  for  use 

17 

DH  KVA  ITTIONS  AGAINST  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE. 

.Vrticles  Infected  Bedding  Stoved  or  Destroyed 

...  1467 

Houses  Disinfected 

after  Infectious  Disease 

96 

Schools  ,, 

,,  ,,  ...  ... 

23 

Brosecutions  for  net  Notifying  Existence  of  Infectioiis  Disease 

— 

('onvictions  ,, 

55  5?  55 

— 

Brosecutions  for  Exposure  of  Tnfe(ded  Bersons  or  Things 

1 

('onvictions  ,, 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  (Lined  £3  & o£l  12s,  costs)  1 

Visits  ])aid  to  houses  where  Infectious  Disease  Existed 

131 

f’actory  and  Worksho]) 

65 

In  all  cases  where  patients  are  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  the  bedding  is  removed  and  steam-disinfected,  and  the 
rooms  thoroughly  cleansed. 

1,435  Articles  have  been  passed  through  tlie  disinfector 
during  the  year.  I am  pleased  to  say  that,  as  in  previous  years, 
this  machine  continues  to  give  entire  satisfaction,  and  has 
proved  of  very  great  service  to  the  district.  In  no  case  has 
any  complaint  been  made  as  to  the  condition  of  the  articles 
wlien  returned  to  the  owners,  after  being  disinfected. 

With  the  close  of  the  year,  the  Councirs  tenancy  of  the 
house  at  Exhall,  used  as  a Small-])ox  Hospital,  ex])ires,  and, 
prior  to  giving  up  possession,  the  same  has  been  thoroughly  dis- 
infected. The  whole  of  the  bedding  and  other  articles  of  furni- 
ture, etc.,  were  removed ; the  rooms  were  first  of  all  fumigated 
by  means  of  sulphur  candles ; then  the  whole  of  the  walls  and 
ceilings  were  sprayed  with  formalin,  and  the  woodwork  washed 
down  with  carbolic  acid,  and  the  windows  left  open.  The  walls 
and  ceilings  were  then  re-lime  washed,  two  coats  throughout. 

I reported  upon  this  matter  to  Dr.  Bostock  Hill,  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  have  received  a certifi- 
cate from  him,  a copy  of  which  is  as  follows : 

“ I have  received  from  Mr.  Windass  a statement  of  the 
means  he  has  taken  for  the  disinfection  of  the  lioiise  at  Exhall, 
recently  used  by  the  Poleshill  District  Council  as  a Small-pox 
Hospital,  and  I am  of  opinion  that  what  he  has  done  has  been 
sufficient  to  thoroughly  disinfect  it,  and  render  it  safe  from 
any  likelihood  of  the  si)read  of  Small-i)Ox  infection.” 

Visits  have  been  made  to  the  houses  where  infectious 
diseases  has  been  notified,  and  enquiries  made,  with  a view  to 
trace,  if  possible,  the  origin  of  tlie  infection,  and  to  prevent  its 
spread. 

In  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever,  when  from  any  reason  it  is 
not  possible  to  remove  the  patients  to  Hos])ital,  airtight  pans 
are  siqiplied,  and  the  Contents  of  these  are  collected  and 
burned,  I am  of  opinion  that  this  measure  has  a good  deal  to 
do  with  the  great  reduction  in  the  number  of  the  eases  of  this 
disease  reported  in  the  district  during  the  joist  three  years. 

During  the  Summer  liolidays,  the  whole  of  the  Schools  in 
the  District  were  thoroughly  disinfected,  as  recommended  by 
the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Proceedings  have  been  taken  in  tlie  following  in- 
stances : — 

Defective  Ashpits  and  Privies. - Adjourned  for  cue 
month,  for  work  to  be  done,  which  was  comjilied  with. 

Overcrowding.  Order  made  for  the  atatcmeiit  of  the 
nuisance  within  fourteen  days. 
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Dilapidated  Premises. — This  case  was  withdrawn  upon 
payment  of  costs,  the  nuisance  having  been  abated  after  the 
issue  of  the  Summons. 

Defective  Catchpit. — This  Summons  was  also  withdrawn 
upon  payment  of  Costs,  the  work  being  carried  out  after  the 
issue  of  the  Summons. 

Proceedings  were  also  taken  against  two  owners  of 
Property  under  the  Disused  Mines  Act.  The  Circumstances  in 
these  “ Cases  ” are  somewhat  exceptional.  Early  on  the 
morning  of  July  2Gth,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Collycroft  district 
of  Bedworth  were  surprised  to  find  the  ground  had  subsided, 
leaving  an  opening  which  measured  48  yards  deep  and  30ft. 
6in.  X 18ft.  5in.  at  the  top. 

There  was,  close  to  this  hole,  a disused  shaft,  domed 
over  with  brickwork.  The  boundry  line  between  two  different 
pro])erties  came  between  the  hole  in  the  ground  and  the  dis- 
used shaft,  and  belonged  to  two  different  owners,  who  were 
evidently  on  not  very  friendly  terms.  I noticed  that  the  brick- 
work on  the  domed  shaft  was  also  giving  way.  These  owners 
dis|)uted  as  to  who  was  res])onsible  for  this  condition  of  things  ; 
consequently,  proceedings  were  instituted,  I being  advised  by 
a milling  expert  that  probably  the  domed  shaft  had  given  way, 
so  far  down,  and  allowed  the  earth,  etc,  to  run  in.  It  was 
necessary  to  engage  men  to  watch  this  hole  for  sometime,  to 
lirevent  any  accident,  the  occurrence  causing  considerable 
alarm  in  the  district,  and  attracted  a quantity  of  sightseers. 

After  a hearing  lasting  about  five  hours,  the  Magistrates 
were  not  convinced  that  tlie  case  for  the  Council  had  been 
made  out ; they  therefore  made  no  order,  and  dismissed 
the  case  against  one  of  the  defendents,  the  other  being  with- 
drawn. The  County  Council  were  then  informed  of  the  decision, 
and  their  Surveyor  decided  to  erect  iron  fencing  on  the  foot- 
path  to  protect  the  hole  from  the  road.  This  hole  is  now 
gradually  filling  itself  up  from  the  soil  around. 

There  is  little  doubt  that,  in  this  part  of  District,  there 
ai  e sevei'al  old  disused  shafts  which,  in  all  probability,  are  only 
just  protected  by  woodwork  on  the  to]),  and  are  a constant 
source  of  danger  to  the  inhabitants  of  Bedworth,  and  it  is 
(lifficiilt  to  obtain  reliable  information  as  to  the  exact  position 
of  these,  in  one  instance,  the  Council  have  themselves  been 
at  the  expense  of  lilling  u])  one  of  these  disused  shafts,  the  top 
of  whicli  had  given  way,  situate  on  the  nightsoil  tip  at  coalpit 
fields,  Bedworth,  of  wliich  the  Council  were  tenants. 

Special  attention  has  again  been  given  to  the  Water 
Supply  of  the  District  during  the  year,  and  house  to  house 
iiisi)ections  have  been  made  in  Little  Bayton,  Black  Horse  Lane, 
Lentous  Lane,  So  we  Common,  Coalpit  Fields,  Bedworth,  and 
Hedwoi  til  Hill,  all  of  which  districts  require  improved  sup])lies. 
hispecially  is  this  the  case  in  Little  Baytoii,  Black  Horse  Lane, 
and  H.iwkesbnry  Stop,  where  the  inhabitants  have  considerable 
(liiricnltv  in  obtaining  water  for  any  puriiose,  and  T hope  ari'ange- 
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ments  will  soon  be  completed  so  that  the  North  Warwickshire 
\Vater  Company  may  be  induced  to  take  their  mains  into  these 
districts.  In  my  two  last  Annual  Reports,  I have  had  to  com- 
plain of  tlie  absence  of  a Water  Supply  to  these  houses.  During 
the  middle  of  the  Slimmer,  a stand  pipe  was  fixed  at  the  nearest 
point  of  the  Company’s  mains,  to  supply  Black  Horse  Lane,  a 
charge  of  a half  penny  per  bucket  being  made. 

24  Samples  of  Water  were  submitted  to  the  County 
Analyst  during  the  year,  17  of  which  were  condemned  as 
absolutely  unfit  for  use  for  drinking  pur|)oses. 

Samples  of  Water  from  the  public  supplies  were  analysed, 
as  under : — 


On  May  31st,  I submitted  a samjile  from  the  North 
Warwickshire  mains.  Dr.  Bostock  Hill’s  Report  being  as  fol- 
lowsThe  samiile  received  was  of  very  good  quality,  free 
from  ])ast  pollution  and  from  any  important  quantity  of  fresh 
organic  matter,  and,  in  my  o|)inion,  it  is  excellently  suited  for 
the  supply  of  a community.” 


On  June  1st,  I sent  a sam])le  of  the  Bedwortli  Town 
Water,  the  following  being  the  Report: — “The  sanqile  was 
very  bad  in  appearance,  being  yellow  in  colour,  and  turbid. 
There  is  no  sign  of  past  ])ollution,  and,  in  fact,  it  would  appear 
that  the  chief  objection  to  its  use  at  the  present  time  is  its 
colour  and  turbidity,  for  I cannot  conceive  that  iieojde  would 
be  willing  to  drink  it  in  the  condition  it  was  wdien  I received  it.” 


In  connection  with  this  latter  sam])le,  I am  jileased  to 
say  the  Committee  are  now  taking  steps  to  ])rovide  a suitable 
filter,  so  that  I hope,  shortly,  the  objection  as  to  the  colour  of 
the  water  will  be  removed. 

Another  sanqile  of  water  sup])lied  by  the  North  Warwick- 
shire Water  Company  was  sent  on  October  17tli,  from  their 
bore  hole  at  Watery  Lane,  Keresley,  the  Report  being  as  fol- 
lows : — “ The  results  show  it  to  be  of  very  good  quality,  not 
very  hard,  free  from  past  sewage  pollution,  and  to  contain  but 
very  little  fresh  organic  matter,  and  I am  of  opinion  that  it  is 
a good  water  for  use  for  the  supjily  of  a community.” 

The  other  samples,  which  were  submitted  and  a])proved, 
were : — 


2 samples,  Willenhall. 

1 sample.  Penny  Park,  Foleshill. 

1 sample,  Noah’s  Ark  Farm,  Fxhall. 

1 sample,  Bxhall  Schools. 

With  regard  to  the  water  at  Exhall  Schools,  Dr.  Bostock 
Hill  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  not  a safe  water  for  use  for 
di'inking  purposes ; ccnsequently,  the  well  was  thoroughly 
cleaned  out,  and  the  top  made  good. 

Considerable  improvements  have  been  carried  out,  as 


regards  Sewerage  Work  iu  the  Parish  of  Keresley.  A length  of 
450  yards  of  new  sewer  has  been  laid,  to  replace  an  old  defective 
one,  and  Notices  Jiave  been  served  ui)on  the  owners  of  property 
adjoining,  to  i)roperly  connect  np  to  same,  provide  ventilating 
pipes,  &c.  In  another  portion  of  this  Parish,  also,  a length  of 
about  40  yards  of  open  sewer  has  been  piped  in,  and  a ventilating 
pipe  |)rovided. 

Tlie  Scavenging  of  the  Distriet  has  been  satisfactorily 
carried  out  during  the  twelve  months.  In  Bedworth  and 
Foleshill,  this  is  done  by  contract,  and,  I am  pleased  to  say,  very 
few  complaints  have  been  received. 

The  old-fasiiioned  form  of  Ashpit  and  Privy  is  rapidly 
giving  ])lace  to  a more  satisfactory  form  of  Dry  Earth  Closet. 
There  are,  at  the  present  time,  in  Foleshill  Parisli  alone,  no  less 
than  424  of  these  Dry  Eartli  Closets.  When  the  Sewerage 
Scheme  is  completed.  Water  Closets  will  be  substituted  for  a 
number  of  tliese. 

In  Pedworth  Parisli,  an  office  is  now  provided,  at  which 
I attend  eacli  Tuesday  and  Saturday  morning,  for  an  hour  each 
day.  Til  ere  is  also  jirovided  a Letter  Box,  in  which  complaints 
may  be  placed.  I regret  to  say,  liowever,  very  little  use  is  made 
of  this  convenience,  the  |)eople  aiipearing  to  be  afraid  or  too 
idle  to  be  at  the  trouble  to  send  their  complaints;  the  feeling 
being,  I am  informed,  that  the  landlords  might  get  to  know,  and 
so  cause  nniheasantness.  This  I consider  a great  mistake,  as 
every  coni])laint  received  is  treated  as  strictly  confidential. 

No  seizure  has  been  made  of  any  Unwholesome  Food 
dining  tlie  year.  In  one  or  two  instances,  I have  had  to  com- 
plain of  the  quality  of  the  articles  exposed  for  sale.  These 
liave,  however,  in  each  case,  upon  comjilaint  being  made,  been 
voluntarily  I'emoved  and  destroyed. 

The  Slaughterhouses  in  the  District  have  been  visited 
(hiring  the  year,  and  are  generally  found  in  a satisfactory 
condition. 


No  samples  have  been  taken  by  me  during  the  year  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  this  work  now  being  carried  out  largely 
by  the  lns|)ector  of  Weights  and  Measures  for  the  County. 

Th(^  Caravans  visiting  the  District  during  the  year  have 
also  lieen  inspected,  44  of  these  dwellings  being  examined.  In 
no  case  has  it  been  necessary  to  take  ])roceedings.  The  question 
of  the  pi'ovisiou  of  proper  Sanitary  Conveniences  for  these 
people  has  again  been  brought  before  the  Council,  and  steps  are 
now  being  taken  to  remedy  the  jiresent  state  of  affairs. 


Th(^  (jnestion  of  the  jirovision  of  Bye  Laws  regulating  the 
keejiing  of  pigs  in  the  district  has  also  been  brought  forward, 
and  I hojie  the  Council  will  soon  see  their  way  to  adopt  such 
by(‘  laws,  which  ar(‘  iirgimtly  reqniriMl. 
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As  Inspector  under  the  Oanal  Boats  Act,  I liave  already 
l)resented  my  Report.  Tliese  boats,  speaking  generally,  are  in 
a good  and  cleanjy  condition.  88  boats  were  ins])ected  during 
tlie  year,  as  compared  with  58  in  1903.  During  the  recent 
severe  weather,  when  19  boats  were  at  one  time  tied  up  at  the 
junction  of  the  Oxford  and  Coventry  Canals  at  Hawkesbury 
Stop,  the  absence  of  a proper  water  supply  for  drinking  purposes 
caused  considerable  inconvenience,  and  I hope,  before  this  time 
next  year,  some  more  adequate  provision  for  these  people  will 
be  made. 

The  Bakehouses  in  the  district  have  been  inspected  by 
me  and  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and,  with  one  exception, 
were  found  in  fair  condition. 

The  Cowsheds,  Dairies,  and  Milkshops  have  also  been 
visited.  I propose,  during  the  next  12  months,  to  revise  the 
register  of  these  premises,  and  grant  fresh  Certificates  to  suit- 
able places. 


I am. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  W.  WINDASS, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Table  II.— Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1904  and  previous  years. 

Name  of  District,  FOLESHILL  RURAL. 
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TABLE  II.— Name  of  District,  FOLESHILL  RURAL  (Continued). 
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Annual  Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1904, 

FOR  THE 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  FOLESHILL. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  LAUNDRIES,  WORKPLACES  AND 

HOMEWORK. 


1.- INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories 
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(Including  Factory  Laundries.) 

Workshops 
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(Including  Workshop  Laundries.) 

Workplaces 

Homeworkers’  Premises 

Total 
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2 

— 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars. 


Nuisances  under  the  Piddle  Health  Acts: 
Want  of  cleanliness 
Want  of  Ventilation 
Overcrowding 
Want  of  drainage  of  floors 
Other  nuisances 
Sanitary  nnsnflicient 

accommodations  nnsnitable  or  defective 

(not  separate  for  sexes. 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Worhshoj) 
Act : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  nndergronnd  iiake-i 
house  (S.  101)  ...; 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  reqnii'ements  foi'i 
bakehouses  (SS.  97  to  100) 

Failure  as  regards  lists  of  outworkers  (S.  107); 
Giving  out  work  to 

be  done  in  prem-  r , /ci  -t  nox 

isps  wliipli  9fp  f Iiiiwliolesome  (b.  108).. 
ises  •WHICH  aie  i„feotHcl  (S.  110) 

Allowing  wearing  apparel  to  be  made  in 
premises  infected  by  scarlet  fever  or 
smallpox  (S.  109) 
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3.  OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 


Number. 


JMatters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories : — 
Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Work- 
slio])  Act  (S.  133) 

Action  taken  in  matters 
referi'ed  by  H.M.  Inspec- 
tors as  remediable  under 

the  Pnblic  Health  Acts,  /Notified  by  H.M.  In- 

bnt  not  under  the  Fac-  I specter 

tory  Act  (S.  5)  Re[)orts  (of  action 

1 taken)  sent  to  H.M. 
\ Inspectors 

Other 

[Tndergronnd  Bakehouses  (S.  101) 

In  use  during  1903 

Certificates  X9(j4 

In  nse  at  the  end  of  1904 


1 


1 

1 

1 


Homework  : — 

Lists  of  Oiitiuorkers  (S.  107)  : 
l.ists  received 


Addresses  of  outworkers- 


forwarded  to  other 
Authorities 
received  from  other 
Authorities 


Homeivork  in  xinwholesome  or  inf ected  premises: — 

Notices  i)rohibiting  homework  in  unwholesoi 
pi'emises  (8.  108) 

Cases  of  infections  disease  notified  in  Iron 
workers’  premises 

Orders  ])rohibiting  homework  in  infected  pre 
ises  (8.  110) 


Number  of 

Lists. 

Out- 

workers. 

3 

8 

0 

8 

Wearing 

Other. 

Apparel 

— 

• 

— 

— 

_ 

New  Building’s  and  Alterations. 

I am  again  indebted  to  Mr.  Newey,  Surveyor  to  your 
Council,  for  tJie  following  summary  of  the  above,  in  the  various 
Parishes  : - 

FOLESHILL  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

The  following  number  of  Houses  were  completed,  and 
certified  by  me  as  fit  for  occupation,  during  the  year  1904  : — 

BEDWORTH  : 

34  houses. 


FOLESHILL : 


39  houses. 

FXHALI.: 
2 houses. 


KERESLEY  : 

5 houses. 

WALSCRAVE-ON-SOWE : 
1 house. 


Many  of  these  Houses  were  completed  at  the  beginning 
part  of  the  year.  The  Building  Trade  for  tlie  ])ast  0 montlis 
has  been  very  slack  in  the  district. 

A.  E.  NEWEY, 


I am, 


SURVKVOK. 


Yours  obediently, 


JOHN  ORTON, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


